
Lesson Plan 
 
Task: Platoon Formation – Cadet Recruit Period 
 
Conditions.  During Challenge Week, military drill and ceremonies is a significant part of freshmen daily 
training.  It starts with individual (stationary) movements and advances to company movements.  While 
building a platoon is an advanced skill, it is the most basic formation and introduced early in training.  
Throughout Cadre Period, freshmen report to their squad line.  Upon command, they move onto the 
quadrangle and form as a platoon.  This occurs many times throughout the day and offers a variety of 
environments in which to practice this task. 
 
Standards.  By the end of Cadre Period, freshmen should confident in their ability to move from their 
squad line to their platoon formation.  Cadet recruits are able to follow the commands from their cadre 
when forming a platoon. 
 
Introduction.  After Reconstitution, the platoon formation is the same but the environment is different.  
All upper class cadets have returned so cadre must guide the freshmen into their first formation with 
the entire company present.  Freshmen remain in a knob platoon for accountability and Retreat 
formations until instructed otherwise. 
 
Presentation.  Instruction on forming a platoon has been ongoing since Matriculation.  Freshmen are 
introduced to the concept of “falling out” with the rest of the company and listening for the different 
bugle calls.  Repeating this daily reinforces the ability of the freshmen to complete the task.  Freshmen 
are trained using the Formation Standard Operating Procedures (F-SOP). 
 
Summary.  The intended end state is that the freshmen move quickly and smartly to their position in 

ranks upon command, regardless of the environment.  Cadets perform various individual (stationary) 

movements during the formation.  These movements occur to teach cadets by repetition to obey orders 

immediately and smartly.  Commands given by cadet leaders help cadets learn and develop instant 

willingness and obedience to orders. 

Evaluation.  Final evaluation will be Saturday, 26 September 2020, during the Cadre Period Evaluation. 
 
Reference.  Trainer’s Guide to Drill and Ceremonies, Knob Drill Period’s 12-15, Platoon Drill; and the 
Formation Standard Operating Procedures (F-SOP). 


