
 

 

The Citadel Faculty Council (FC) Meeting Minutes  

 

  

Meeting Date and Time:          Tuesday,  January 27,  2015, 11:00 AM 

 

Meeting Location: 

 

Bond Hall, Room 295 

 

Meeting Type: 

 

Regular 

  

 

Attendees: 
  

NAME DEPARTMENT Present 

BAHK, JUAN MODERN LANGUAGES, LIT & CULTURES X 

BARTH, MIKE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION X 

BOTT, TIM HEALTH, EXERCISE & SPORT SCIENCE X 

Scott Gallagher for 

BRYANT, CHAD  NAVAL SCIENCE X 

BUBACZ, MONIKA 

ENGINEERING LEADERSHIP & PROJECT 

MANAGEMENT X 

BURTON, CATHERINE CRIMINAL JUSTICE  

DEFEBBO, DANA LIBRARY X 

DONNELL, DAVID BIOLOGY X 

DORKO, MIKE CHEMISTRY X 

FEKULA, MICK LEADERSHIP STUDIES  

FLORES, RUFINO MILITARY SCIENCE  

GRAHAM, TAMMY EDUCATION X 

KNAPP, KEITH HISTORY X 

LASSITER, KERRY PSYCHOLOGY X 

LIPSCOMB, AQUILA MATH AND COMPUTER SCIENCE  

JEFFERSON, RENEE EDUCATION X 

MAXWELL, LAUREN 

RULE ENGLISH X 

MAYS, TIM CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING X 

McCOY, CARL AIR FORCE  

PORTER, JACK POLITICAL SCIENCE X 

POTISUK, SIRIPONG ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING  

RENOUARD, JOE HISTORY X 

SOLLITT, LUKE PHYSICS X 

THOMPSON, TOM ENGLISH X 

WOOLSEY, BILL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION X 

ZHANG, LI MATH AND COMPUTER SCIENCE X 

 

 

 



 

1. Accept prior minutes 

 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, the members voted unanimously to accept the 

minutes of the November 28, 2014 Faculty Council meeting. 

 

2. Election of Secretary 

 

Professors Jefferson and Graham volunteered to fulfil the role of recording secretary vacated 

by Secretary DeFebbo until the end of the term. 

 

3. Financial Affairs Committee 

 

Professor Karagiannidis, chair of the Financial Affairs Committee, presented to Faculty 

Council data he obtained on historical distribution of Citadel Foundation grants from 2008 

through 2014.  The funding levels appeared to be consistent for several years with the 

exception of 2012 and 2013 where funding was unusually higher.  The data reflected that the 

historical distribution of funds by percentage based on School closely matches the current 

distribution to the Deans for each School.   

 

Chair Barth reported that he had spoken with the Provost earlier in the week about the change 

in funding in 2014 relative to 2012 and 2013. Per the Provost, in those two years shortfalls in 

funding were made up by taking money out of the Provost's contingency funds, which had 

been completely depleted. The 2014 TCF funds given to the deans were lowered so that 

funds could be allocated to replenish the exhausted contingency fund.  

 

Faculty Council requested that Professor Karagiannidis provide the breakdown of funding 

distribution by department.  He indicated he will go back to the data and add slides to show 

the historical distribution by department and distribute the presentation to Faculty Council 

members via email. 

 

Professor Knapp raised concerns about the overall decrease in TCF funding and the 

discrepancies between the funding that the Provost claims control of and the funding that 

Col. Garcia claims the Provost has control of. Chair Barth pointed out that Jay Puchir, the 

Director of Financial Services and liaison to the Financial Affairs Committee, had confirmed 

that the total TCF academic grant had stayed the same in 2013 and 2014. Professor Knapp 

asserted that Jay Puchir could not explain how or why overall TCF funding has dropped. 

Chair Barth agreed that the limited transparency with various aspects of the entire budget 

process was disquieting and a continual source of frustration for faculty members. 

 

Professor Thompson reminded the members that Faculty Council passed a recommendation 

on how TCF funding would be distributed and asked if that recommendation was being 

followed.  Chair Barth confirmed that the current distribution model does reflect the model 

Faculty Council recommended but added that the Faculty Council resolution also included a 

recommendation that members review that model every year.   

 

 

4. Academic Freedom Discussion 

 

Professor Knapp raised an issue of academic freedom. He noted that, following the 

publication of an op-ed piece by a member of the History department in which the 

professor’s Citadel affiliation was included, the Provost sent an email to the deans 



referencing the op-ed and asking the deans to remind their faculty “that when expressing 

personal opinions in the media they should feel free to identify themselves as PhDs in 

specific disciplines, but should use their home address and not reference their position at The 

Citadel.”  Professor Knapp interpreted email as an act of public shaming on the part of the 

Provost and a threat to academic freedom, and moved that Faculty Council censure the 

Provost and ask for a public apology to the professor involved.  

  

Following discussion, the motion failed, but was followed by a second motion – that Faculty 

Council approve the following statement proposed by the history department in support of 

academic freedom:  

 

Building on the Citadel's strong tradition of civic leadership, the Citadel Faculty Council 

affirms the wide ranging efforts of faculty, staff, and students to engage the broader public.  

Most recently Citadel efforts in service learning have been recognized by the Carnegie 

Foundation's Civic Engagement Classification. The Citadel also affirms the value of faculty 

drawing on their expertise to engage the public on a wide range of issues including public 

policy, business, military affairs and the natural sciences. They may do so in various ways, 

such as giving public lectures, writing op-ed pieces, providing expert testimony, speaking to 

the news media, and so on.  The Citadel Faculty Council also asserts that academic freedom 

is necessary for meaningful civic engagement. 

  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

5. Campus Affairs/Staff Council update 

 

Chair Barth asked the faculty Campus Affairs committee to meet with Staff Council as it is 

supposed to be a joint committee.  Chair of Staff Council, Beau Quarrels indicated that light 

emails have been exchanged, but no formal coordination.  Professor Maxwell updated the 

Council on issues related to parking that the Campus Affairs committee has been looking at.  

Chair Barth asked if any members of Staff Council were on the Campus Affairs committee.  

Chair Quarrels indicated that there were none.  Professor Maxwell indicated that there were 

staff members on the committee.  Chair Quarrels clarified that there were staff members but 

not Staff Council members on the Campus Affairs Committee.   Chair Barth recommended 

looking at the make-up of the Campus Affairs Committee and reviewing the inclusion of 

Staff Council members. Chair Quarrels indicated that he will be proposing the creation of a 

joint council to Staff Council at their next meeting. 

 

6. Update on Provost Search 

 

Professor Thompson updated the Council on the ongoing Provost search.  He indicated the 

committee has concluded Skype interviews and will be inviting candidates to campus in the 

beginning part of February.  Names of candidates will be made public by the next Faculty 

Council meeting.  

 

7. The meeting adjourned at 12:07pm  

 


