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German 450 – Fall 2019 

Fateful Weapons in German Drama 

TR 8:00 - 9:15 a. m., Capers 207 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Emm 

Office: Capers 223A 

Office Hours: MTWThF 10-10:50, and by appt. 

Contact: 953-6806; amy.emm@citadel.edu 

 

 

 

 

Description: 

The term “Schicksalswaffen” identifies weapons that are destined to be used and to bring drastic consequences for those 

who wield them. This course will explore the Schicksalswaffe trope in the German tradition from 1804 to the present, in 

sources including traditional stage drama, film, and contemporary television serial. We will ask what it means that 

weapons constitute turning points between freedom and necessity, and we will examine how the balance of free will and 

fate changes as technology advances. We will also bring the Schicksalswaffe trope to bear on current issues, such as gun 

violence and Germany’s planned exit from atomic energy. In formal debate assignments we will practice expressing 

opinions and finding common ground. This course is conducted in German. (Prerequisites: German 202 or by permission). 

 
Objectives:  

Successful participants in this course will: 

 use sophisticated, discipline-specific vocabulary for discussing literary and visual representations of fate, 

freedom, and technology. 

 use idiomatic structures to formulate arguments and find common ground regarding controversial issues 

 recognize and characterize important works of 19th-21st century German literature 

 

Assignments and Percentage of Final Grade 

 

Participation and Preparation: 25 % 

 Regular Readings: Read assigned texts thoughtfully and on schedule. 

 Leseaufgaben: After completing the reading for each class, write two questions about the text and 

identify 2 sentences, passages or motifs (repeated words, concepts, images etc) that you find 

particularly significant or interesting and be prepared to discuss why. 

 Active Listening and Discussion: Bring readings and writing materials to each class. Students are 

expected to contribute regularly and respectfully to class discussions through active listening, note-

taking, remarks and questions that reflect knowledge of the reading materials. 

  

Speaking Assignments: 20%  

 3 formal debates 

 

Writing Assignments: 20% 

 3 debate summaries and common ground exercises. 

 

Midterm: 10% 

 

Group Project: 10% 

 Students may either elect to prepare and stage a fourth formal debate, or to memorize and perform a scene 

from one of the readings.  

 

Final: 15% 

 

Scale: (%) 

A=100-90 

B=89-80 

C=79-70 

D=69-60 

F=59-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Texts:  

Friedrich Schiller: Wilhelm Tell (Bookstore) 

Zacharias Werner: Der vierundzwanzigste Februar (Bookstore) 

Maria Lazar: Der Henker (CitLearn) 

Wolfgang Peterson: Das Boot (Streaming/Daniel Library 

Reserve) 

Baran bo Odar and Jantje Friese: Dark, Season 1. (Streaming). 

 

mailto:amy.emm@citadel.edu


 2 

General Course Policies 

 

Accessibility: 

The Citadel recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which all students can thrive. If you need 

accommodations in order to participate fully in this class, please contact Dr. Jane Warner in 103 Thompson Hall at 843-953-6877 to 

schedule an appointment. Students should arrange an individual appointment with their professor to discuss accommodation needs 

during the first week of the semester, if possible. Source and further information: http://www.citadel.edu/root/ssc-disability-services 

 

Timely Submission of Assignments 

All assignments are listed on the Semesterplan below and are due on the date they are listed. Success in foreign language learning 

depends on regular study and preparation outside of class. Expect to spend 6-7 hours per week on coursework and studying. 

 

Attendance  

Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed (White Book, 3.F, G, H). Students must notify the 

professor at least 24 hours in advance of any planned absence. Students must make an effort to reschedule guard duty when it 

conflicts with class. Students are responsible for the content of missed classes, and are advised to consult with classmates and/or the 

professor to catch up. Furthermore, "Cadets missing more than 20% of required attendance for each course my, at the discretion of the 

professor, receive a failing grade for that course" (Blue Book, 2.3.2.2). 

 

Missed Tests:  

Tests (debates) and exams may not be missed due to guard duty. In the event of a planned approved absence (e.g. for sport, drill, etc), 

inform your professor in advance of the test to be missed. Failing to notify your professor in advance of missing a test, or missing a 

second test, may result in a grade of 0 for that test. In cases of illness or emergency, contact your professor as soon as possible. 


Immersion in German 

Use of English in the classroom will be limited: students are encouraged to ask questions in German and to use German to request 

explanations in English. The professor is also available during office hours or via email to answer questions and provide additional 

help. 

 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices 

Phones and electronic devices must be silenced and put away for class time. Texting or otherwise working with your electronic 

devices in class displays a lack of attention and therefore affects your participation grade. If you are experiencing a situation that 

requires you to be in constant electronic contact, please consult the professor regarding the best arrangement for you and your 

classmates.  

 

Policy on Translations, Plagiarism and Extra Help: 

 

Translation Programs 

Use of online translators, translation software, etc. is cheating.  

 

Tutoring and Extra Help 

Professors Emm, Frenzel and Skow are available to help. You are also encouraged to seek out the German tutor at the Academic 

Support Center or any tutoring arranged by the German Program. Consult with your professor before seeking other forms of help. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

All work submitted must be your own. Undocumented use of language that is not your own is cheating and includes language 

generated by online translation programs, google searches, native speakers, etc that is adopted without personalization or 

understanding. 

 

The Citadel’s Honor Manual and Honor Code apply to this course, and it is your responsibility to understand and abide by the letter 

and the spirit of the Code. Any incidences of plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty in other forms, whether willful or 

negligent, will result in a failing grade and may be pursued as an honor violation.  
 

 

N.B. The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change. 

http://www.citadel.edu/root/ssc-disability-services
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Semesterplan 

 Turn in all homework on the day it is listed. 

 = Lesen Sie!   = Schreiben Sie!  = Tippen Sie! (doppelzeilig, 12 pt.) 

 

Do., 29. Aug. Einführung 

Di., 3. Sept. 
 Friedrich Schiller, Wilhelm Tell: S. 14-29 (Personen; erster Aufzug, erster und zweiter Szene) 

Leseaufgabe 

Do., 5. Sept. 
 Tell: S: 29-43 (Szenen 1,3 und 1,4) 

Leseaufgabe 

Di., 10. Sept. 
 Tell: S: 44-55 (2,1 - Zeile 1065) 

Leseaufgabe 

Do., 12. Sept. 
 Tell: S: 55-68 (Z. 1065 - Ende des 2. Aufzugs)  

Leseaufgabe 

Di., 17. Sept. 
 Tell: S: 69-78 (3,1 - 3,2)  

Leseaufgabe 

Do., 19. Sept. 
 Tell: S: 78-92 (3,3)  

Leseaufgabe  

Di., 24. Sept.. 
 Tell: S: 93-109 (4,1 - 4,2)  

Leseaufgabe 

Do., 26. Sept. 
Tell: S. 109 - 120 (4,3) 

Leseaufgabe 

Di., 1. Okt. 
Tell: S. 120 - 138 (5,1 - Ende) 

Leseaufgabe 

Do., 3. Okt.  Debatte  

Di., 8. Okt. 
 Debattenbericht  

 

Do., 10. Okt. 
Midterm  

 

 


