
Dear Parents and Families, 

With Parents’ Weekend just two weeks away, I wanted to provide an update of where we are and 

clarify some areas where we have received questions. 

Friday October 1, 2021 

The weekend starts with the CFA Annual Meeting, which is where General Walters will give his 

annual update to Parents and Families. The meeting begins at 10:30AM in Buyer Auditorium, 

second floor of Mark Clark Hall. The first order of business will be to introduce the President 

and receive his report. That should take about an hour and then followed by about a 30-minute 

business meeting. 

There are two ceremonies related to the Seniors receiving their rings that day. First is the 

3PM Ring Presentation ceremony, which is where they will receive their rings. This year the 

Seniors expressed their desire to have a cadet-only ceremony in the Chapel – the same type of 

ceremony I had 40 years ago.  As a reminder, parents and families are not invited to the 

ceremony. The Freshmen will form a path for the Seniors to take when they march over across 

the Parade Field at 2:45PM. After that formation, the Freshmen will return to their company 

areas and be released on General Leave until later that evening. The Seniors should come out of 

the Chapel between 4:00 and 4:30PM.  Juniors and Sophomores can leave after their last class. 

The Ring Walk-Through ceremony, which is where the Cadet takes people through the large 

ring, will begin at 6PM in McAlister Fieldhouse with a performance by the Junior Sword Arch. 

At the conclusion of their performance, Senior cadets and their escorts will begin going through 

the ring. You can find the order of the companies and additional instructions from Cadet 

Activities on the Friday Events Page of Parents’ Weekend website . 

The Ring Walk-Through Ceremony Reception begins at 5PM in Deas Hall which is a good place 

to hang-out until its your time to go through the ring. You can go into McAlister Fieldhouse and 

watch the Sword Arch perform as well. Note: anyone is welcome to come into the Fieldhouse 

and watch the performance regardless of what year your cadet is. No tickets required. 

Saturday October 2, 2021. I won’t take time here to go over all of Saturday’s events which can 

be found on the Parents’ Weekend website, but there are three issues I would like to address. 

 Parking – I will send out a more detailed message next week, but I want to warn you that 

parking is going to be very tight. There has never been a lot of parking on campus and loss of 

large parking lots on and off campus has made it even worse. I recommend you start thinking 

about how you plan to come to campus on Saturday, which may include rides via Uber and 

Lyft. Again, I will pass more information next week when I have a more comprehensive 

view of the parking situation. 

 Meals – I had hoped to have the website up this week so you could order and pay for your 

meals, but technology has gotten the better of us. At this time I am still not able to take 

orders, but have the experts working it. Once we are able to go live, I will send out another 
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email via the portal. In the meantime, you should be coordinating with your cadet on where 

they would like to eat on Saturday. The options are: 

1. The Mess Hall 

2. The CFA BBQ in Buyer Hall 

3. The BBQ in the Alumni Center 

4. Boxed lunches in Deas Hall 

Because of the delays in the Supply Chain, we need to have the orders in by next Friday, so 

please be prepared to order once I send the information. 

 Shirts and Totes – Because of the slowdown in the Supply Chain, orders needed to be in two 

weeks ago. I was going to punt this until next year until I received a lot of feedback asking if 

they were going to be on sale. So, I have ordered t-shirts and totes based on the numbers we 

ordered back in 2019. I am going out on a limb, so I hope you will come and buy them! We 

will set up outside Buyer Hall on Friday before and after the CFA Annual Meeting and 

on Saturday morning by 7:30AM on the patio outside Starbucks. We will keep the prices the 

same as 2019 at $20 for shirts and $15 for the tote. Any proceeds go to the Office of Parent 

and Family Programs. 

As a reminder, your cadet will have leave after the football game.  Those cadets authorized an 

overnight may take one.  For those not taking an overnight, make sure you listen to the 

announcement in the 4th quarter for the final General Leave policy. 

Sunday October 3, 2021. Those Cadets not taking an overnight may be picked up as early as 

5:30AM – I would make sure they are awake before you come over – and keep them out as late 

as 7:50PM. Seniors until 10:30PM. 

I hope this clears some things up. Please make sure you have read the Parents’ Weekend 

webpages – four pages in all. Again, I will provide updates next week. 

Taylor Skardon 

Captain USN (Ret) 

parents@citadel.edu 
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