
GERM 450: German Cinema 
Instructor: Dr. K. Skow         skowobenausk@citadel.edu 
Office Hours: CA 223D  W 12:00-2:00; TTH 9:15-10:15; and by appointment 
 
Course Description:  
Movies can provide a means of reading history and culture. This course examines German historical and cultural events 
from WWI through the early 21st century through the lens of film. Topics include WWI, NS-Germany, the Holocaust, divided 
Germany and reunification, and “Migration.” 
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Students will 

 be introduced to German film and film directors 

 examine and discuss German film as reflection of German culture and history 

 become familiar with various aspects of contemporary German society, politics, history, and culture through film, 
lecture, and discussion.  

 gain topic-specific vocabulary and increase familiarity with grammatical structures through regular viewing of 
authentic texts and discussion of related topics. 

 gain practice in giving reasons, voicing opinions, arguing, describing, and narrating in German through class 
discussion 

 further the mechanics of writing in German through written assignments. 

 exercise and develop critical thinking skills by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information gleaned from 
texts (films) and discussions.  

 
Course Format: 
In this course we will read/view, discuss, and present in German. Most film viewings will be assigned as homework and 
must be viewed by the class period in which they are discussed. Class sessions are for lecture, discussion, and presentation. 
Grammar and vocabulary will be acquired and practiced in writing and in class by viewing, discussing, and writing about 
films.  
  
Required Materials:  
There is no textbook required for this course. 
 
Many of the films required for viewing are on Kanopy (our library has a subscription). Some are available for rent on 
Amazon, and a very few through Netflix. The films are required viewing, so you may want to establish at the start who has 
Netflix and who has Amazon Prime. There is also something called Filmbox (through Prime, which has a 1 week free trial). 
Obviously you can find some of them on YouTube as well. I have many of them on DVD (region 2 so you will need VLC or a 
similar piece of software on your computers). 

 
Handouts on CitLearn 
 
Content/Topics: K=Kanopy; A=Amazon Prime Video; N=Netflix 
 
Caveat: this list is subject to change. 
Week 1 (1/10): Introduction; Film in the Weimar Republik 
Das Cobinet des Dr. Caligari, Robert Wiene, 1920 (67 mins.) K/A 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahezf-gk8jQ (G ST) 
 
Week 2 (1/15 + 1/17):  
Metropolis, Fritz Lang, 1927 (length varies) K/Filmbox (through Amazon—free 1 week trial) 
 
Week 3 (1/22 + 1/24):  
Der blaue Engel, Josef von Sternberg, 1930 K/A (rent w/E ST) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rhFSaK74Go (German, no ST) 
 
Week 4 (1/29 + 1/31): NS Germany, The Holocaust, and Coming to Terms with Germany’s NS Past in Film 
Die Brücke, Berhard Wicki, 1959 (102 mins.) K / A (rent E ST) 

  
Week 5 (2/5 + 2/7): 
Die weiβe Rose, Michael Verhoeven, 1982 (120 mins.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahezf-gk8jQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rhFSaK74Go


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfi5UxYN968 (many versions available—this one has G ST) 
 
Week 6 (2/12 + 2/14):  
Nakt unter Wölfen, Frank Beyer, 1963 (124 mins.) K 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0EFU7keY2c (German w G ST) 
Rosenstraβe, Margarethe von Trotta, 2003 (136 mins.)  A 
 
Week 7 (2/19 + 2/21):  
Das schreckliche Mädchen, Michael Verhoeven, 1900 (92 mins.) A 
Er ist wieder da, David Wnendt, 2015 (116 mins.)  N 
        
Week 8 (2/26 + 2/28): Divided Germany, Reunification, „Ostalgie“ 
Die Legende von Paul und Paula, Heiner Carow, 1973 (105 mins.) K 
Das Versprechen, Margarethe von Trotta, 1994 (115 mins.) 
    
Week 9 (3/5 + 3/7):  
Sonnenallee, Leander Hauβmann, 1999 (101 mins) 
 
Spring Break 
 
Week 10 (3/19 + 3/21): 
Berlin is in Germany, Hannes Stöhr, 2001 (93 mins) 
Good-Bye Lenin, Wolfgang Becker, 2003 (121 mins.) A 
  
Week 11 (3/26 + 3/28): „Migration“ and “Gastarbeiter” 
Angst Essen Seele Auf, Reiner Werner Fassbinder, 1973 (92 mins.) K 
Yasemin, Hark Bohm, 1988 (85 mins.) 
 
Week 12 (4/2 + 4/4): 
Gegen die Wand, Fatih Akin, 2004 (121 mins.) A (rent) 
             
Week 13 (4/9 + 4/11):  
Kebab Connection, Anno Saul, 2004 (91 mins.) K 
Almanya—Willkommen in Deutschland, Yasemin Samdereli, 2011 (97 mins.) 
 
Week 14 (4/16 + 4/18):  
Willkommen bei den Hartmanns, Simon Verhoeven, 2016 (111 mins.) A 
 
Week 15 (4/23): Summary Discussions 
 
Final Exam: Wednesday, 24 April 2019, 8-11 am 
 
Grading:  
A:100-90; B:80-89; C: 70-79; D:60-69; F: < 60 
 
30% Preparation (written and oral homework, readings) 
20% Participation (taking part in discussions, asking and answering questions, coming to class prepared) 
15% Midterm 
15% Film Analysis/Comparison 
20% Final Exam 
 
Important Dates: 
3/5—Midterm 
3/11-3/15—Spring Break 
4/18—Film Analysis/Comparison Due 
4/24 (3-11)—Final Examination 
 
Attendance: 
Class attendance is mandatory. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive on time with the required materials. You are 
responsible for any material you miss due to an authorized absence. Material missed due to unauthorized absences may 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfi5UxYN968
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0EFU7keY2c


not be made up. In keeping with The Citadel’s policy, missing 20% or more of class meetings may result in an “F” in the 
course. 
 
Disability Policy: 
The Citadel complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Students with 
disabilities who seek accommodations must make their request through Student Disability Services in the Academic 
Support Center (117 Thompson Hall, 843-953-1820) to verify their eligibility and to identify appropriate accommodations. 
Students should speak to their professor(s) and also make requests for academic accommodations to Student Disability 
Services during the first three weeks of the semester, except for unusual circumstances, so we can ensure these 
accommodations and facilitate student success. 
 
Code of Conduct: 
For The Citadel’s Code of Conduct, please see:  
http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/policies/college-regulations.pdf 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Students will submit only their own work for evaluation in this course, unless specified by the instructor. Any materials 
quoted or paraphrased in a student’s work must be appropriately documented. All rules and stipulations of The Citadel’s 
Honor Manual and Honor Code apply to this course.  
The complete Honor Manual may be found at: http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/krause_center/honor-manual.pdf. 
The Honor Code can be found in the Course Catalogue: http://www.citadel.edu/root/images/academic_resources/sccc-
catalog.pdf. 
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